Measurement of attention in severely motor impaired infants: a clinical evaluation of a new approach.
Current procedures for cognitive assessment of severely motor impaired infants are of limited value because of their reliance on motor responsivity. Methodologies which make use of infant attentional responsiveness offer the possibility of assessing cognitive function relatively independently of motor ability. We report the results of a study in 15 motor impaired infants of attentional changes to visual and auditory stimuli using heart rate change and observed behaviour as indices. Using these methods it was possible to show differences in infant cognitive functioning in otherwise 'hard to test' infants.